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DIQEOT: 

GAO w i l l  n o t  r ev iew a c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r ' s  
f i n d i n g  t h a t  a small  b u s i n e s s  conce rn  is 
n o n r e s p o n s i b l e  s i n c e  t h e  Smal l  B u s i n e s s  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  c o n c l u s i v e  a u t h o r i t y  
to  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of small 
b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n s  under  i t s  c e r t i f i c a t e  of 
competency p r o c e d u r e s .  

Skyspa res  P a r t s ,  I n c .  protests t h e  award of a con- 
t r a c t  f o r  a c l u t c h  assembly  a c t u a t o r  to  Inch  Machine Tool 
Co. under  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  N o .  F42600-84-B-0020 i s s u e d  
by t h e  Department  o f  t h e  A i r  Fo rce .  Skyspa res ,  a small 
b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n ,  compla ins  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  
imprope r ly  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r m  was n o n r e s p o n s i b l e .  

W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  protest. 

The A i r  Force i n f o r m a l l y  a d v i s e s  t h i s  O f f i c e  t h a t  
t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  is c u r r e n t l y  r e f e r r i n g  t h e  m a t -  
ter  o f  S k y s p a r e s '  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  Smal l  B u s i n e s s  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (SBA). Under 15  U.S.C. S 6 3 7 ( b ) ( 7 )  
(19821,  t h e  SBA h a s  c o n c l u s i v e  a u t h o r i t y  to  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  small b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n s  by i s s u -  
i n g  or r e f u s i n g  to  i s s u e  a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  competency. 
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  O f f i c e  w i l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  
o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r ' s  n o n r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  d e t e r m i -  
n a t i o n  s i n c e  t o  d o  so would be  tan tamount  t o  s u b s t i t u t -  
i n g  o u r  judgment f o r  t h a t  o f  t h e  agency s p e c i f i c a l l y  
a u t h o r i z e d  by l a w  t o  r ev iew s u c h  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s .  S e e  
Art's Sue  l i e s  & S e r v i c e s ,  B-210156, J a n u a r y  6, 1983; -_- -e-- -------I------- 

8 3 - 1  CPD H 4 .  

The protest  is d i s m i s s e d .  
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